State of Connecticut

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

REPRESENTATIVE JOAN A. LEWIS

EIGHTH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT ASSISTANT MAJORITY WHIP
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING MEMBER
ROOM 4053 APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
HARTFORD, CT 06108-1591 HIGHER EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT
HOME: (860} 742-3231 ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE
CAPITOL: (860) 240-8585 EDUCATION COMMITTEE

E-MAIL: Joan Lewis@cga.ct.gov

Planning and Development Committee Public Hearing
Monday, March 1, 2010

Testimony of State Representative Joan Lewis In Support of SB 244
AN ACT VALIDATING THE NOVEMBER 3, 2009 REFERENDUM IN THE
TOWN OF COLUMBIA REGARDING REVISIONS TO THE CHARTER OF
THE TOWN OF COLUMBIA

Senator Coleman, Representative Sharkey, Members of the Planning and Development
Committee, for the record my name is Joan Lewis State Representative for the 8" District
which includes the towns of Coventry, Columbia and Vermon.

First let me thank the committee for raising this bill and the opportunity to submit this
testimony. The proposed bill seeks to validate the vote cast by the electors and voters of
the Town of Columbia at the referendum held on November 3, 2009 relating to revisions

to the charter of the Town of Columbia.

Prior to the referendum, the full updated charter was online at the Town of Columbia’s
website and paper copies were available at the Town Hall and at the local library;
however, town officials failed to publish the entire charter in the local newspaper as
required by state statutes so that technically the vote did not happen. This bill will
validate the results of the referendum and allow the Town of Columbia to operate under

the revised charter.

I encourage the committee to vote in support of this legislation. Again, thank you for this
opportunity to present testimony.




